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REEPCRT OF L&ST H:ETING
PR
The Decenber mooting, being. the 1: t of the year, isn
always looked upon ~s the president's mecting, On Doc~-
.omber 10th, Professor W, %, Long p%osontcd his three-
dlmensionwl glideg in coler of lest summer's trip through
Spain and Forthern afriea, Tith.about 100.pieturcs he: TR
showed not only tho countryside but also:the architechurel,
the industrial development nnd alse the pcople of thospg
two gections of the world, Touching briefly on tho .
history of Spein ond pointing out the fact that Svain ot
" one time ruled the world, he told the history of the
msny invasiong and: the grept influence .- of these people 88
ey moved  turdugh' the “commtry, ” "Thv riost 1nﬁbrost1ng
influence being the Moorish was brought out by several
Pictures of great mastoerplceces of architecture »nd deco- .7
ration left by the Arabinn conquorers.‘ A fow picturecs
shoved southern Prance, particularly the great military
fortifiention at Carcassonc, »nd the last pictures showed K -
the Leaning Tower of Pisa, :

~

Proceding the mecting » mopresentative from the Mugseum spoke briefly on the
work »nd encouraged mombers of the Archacological roicty to join the fugeum
~nd help support the many intoresting funétions, ¥on- rogident meombership in
the Cayuge Huseun of Hlstory and Art is $2.00 pcr year, :

Elsetion of officers ©as 1n.tne iorm of = wrate-in ‘Ballot ﬂnd followlns thig
refreshnents were .served, . The tabulatlon of votes resulted in the re-clec-
tion of the present staff of officers for the year 1954, In addition to the
officers, other members nssist with tho publication of the Bulletin, They
vith the officers form the editoripnl council, These rrc Nevion T:rwcll
Harrison Tollett,. “ildrod {losc, George Prector and Jomes Wtrda
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The acturl digz n@ bcpan July. 4, 1817 'and the years hetwoen werc heart-
brooking shd back-drenking at times vith czperionces that have made groat
steries, Unquestionably, "Clintonls Ditch® was a target for ridicule and
all tho mere so when the wild talcs of the workers experiences roached the
peoplels enrs, Teforeneco has bYeen made often to the nosquito infested
Hontazuna Swnps ~nd to the almost impossible task of building aquaducis
ovel streams and rivors, cspecially since the instrumenis at that time were
so erudo, The final day came Qctober 265, 1825, and the gloaming packet boat,
Soncca Chief, started from Buffalo for its long jowrncy to ¥ew York City,

is the journcy begen and the Erie water was on its way to the sea, cannoncors
spaced along the diteh within hearing distance fired their gunsg to signal

the beginning and 81 minutes later Wevw York was awarc that the forty-foot
wide, four—foot decp link botwoon the Atlantic and the western states was
now & reality,

w——pditorial,
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"0 A T'RIP on GLIWITOINS DITCH -

The obove sketeh is the exact size of o ticket'bn3the first packet boat used

~through this section of the country, Below is & lind drawirng similar to the

line drawing on the ticket enlarged o show the boab and the horses in tandemn,

This ticket was used on Clintonts Ditch, or later 4o be kmown as the Brie-

Canal, in the first ssason of the establishing of the Traders! Iine wiieh .

" wag ulso the first rear of the oponing of the csnal, TPraders! ILine 'grey

to be w sizeable company’ 1nd aalsted.for scverel ye ars. o

“he captain of this first packet boat was B. IﬂFUIFe, the great _gre_t uncle
of Rev, 1. C. Hobblebhwa 1ue, a member of the. ﬁlchaeologlcgl 8001oty.. o ' .

The name of this first packet sout was the T“omus Jefferson And thls 19
interesting in view of the fact that Thomas Jefferson was the lcader of the
opposition that developed against the canal, In one of his statements

quoted by several ig the following, ",....talk of making a cennl three hndred
and fifty wmiles throwsth o wilderness is a little shoré of madness 2t this day".,
Zvon President Modison sided with those m?ﬁlﬂau $he Difch but nothing covld .
hold down the energetic DeWitt Glinton, FHis scieltific mind saw the answer to-a -
problem vhich had pernlexed the country for yaars, a water way from the At
lantie to the western states was his drsam and hs foufht for 1t, . The serly
foar of the "dismemberment® of the American cmyire “and the canal watervaj 28

o possible vreventative was Stlll an 1mnortcnt 1ssue 1n the mlndv o“p many.-
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There have been many storigs. adwonced as to whers the idea cf the Lrie
first originated, so, let!s 20 back to the 1700's ~nd sse if we can trh
the idea ﬁo its source..

nal

3 o K

There were several schemes of inland naVLﬁatTon agluatnd durlnb the colonial
period but rnglish restrlctlons prevenbed, their. bo;ng carried out, After the
Revolution, Fashington, himgclf, took the lead in a new movement, but ais chief
act1v1ty ulonb this, 11qe seomed FoTS. relegated to nav1gatxon problbms in the

S <7 TP 1 P T s ¥ W V2] <ol “Brip” *nta”ﬁﬁgtern and, SentrAl Naw Tork and; AT obSETY
ing ths abundance of natural’ wabtermays, made the following obser"*tlun{
“Would_to_qu_we_may]have wisdom %o improvs themy-

History recbrdsLthn fact that on Wovember 3, 1784, Christopher Golles, an
Irish engineer gho had prevlouslf lectured on canals, circulated a petition
for 1wprovu& n&ylsatlon on’ the Hohawk Rlver.__“e workcd hard for bwo.years in
p?omotrng the 1Lea but mct wlth Do BUCCESSe : et
Than o Jnnua:y 5, 1?91, uovurnor Ceo;Pe blinton rﬂcommonded to tnc\loglslatur
thal lﬂlu.u}.‘l@.. ncwlgatlo”l here in. Wew Tork be meroved. & survev was made and 1n

1792 two componies were 1ncorporoubd~ﬂ~onc ‘to-build lock nav1pa ion from the - . ;e

HEudson tp ke Ontario or Senesca Imke, This. nldn,taowevur did not.call for

a contintous waterway bub mercly for short sbretches of canal with locks %o
bypmss oort@ﬁos, rapids and falls, A few such bynasses were bulli-but nething
muacn wus done for the Togt of the . conbury, :

8o far it would seem that no one yobt hed thought of the idsa of having & mone
madoe  wberway conshricted between the Tudson and Iake Brie, Thers was cone
siderable discusalon aboub canals as shown by soveral books writton a little
Iatgr in the support of various cleimants who were bitterly contonding for

the honor of origineding the camal idea, A man ne’.ned. Fosgse Hawley wrote
sever=l books on 1t.,ecnd we shall speak of .—1‘3*.'_118v e Wittle Tater after an

s e oub TN T 0P =Ehe ovent e nidelr led—up=to- the-Triés G‘b&al—.-—ﬁ R T R e e e

. & &

Joshua Forman of Onondaga County  introduced the flrst _rae Gountv 1eﬁislatﬂon

at &lbany, some fow months affer Prosident Jefferson had ‘sugzested surplus Tede
eral funds might be used tol neln 4ho statds in building.roafs and canals, Tho
logislature adopted T ormdn's ‘resolution in 1808 and a survey was ordered bebwoen
the Hudson end Lake Trie, Jefferson, however, sared 1% 2side. as.inpractical

and said that sven the thousght of building a ecanal throvgh the wildernoss
betwoen Albany and Lako Erie was o hundrod yesars ahead of its time,

-

Bub, backsrs ofbthe cazial finally decidsd that” the Statu should Tinance the
Droaect 2lone aﬁd so in 1817-construction of the canal was authorized, =nd
th.e- flrst spn.de}"ull of earth wes turncd on July 4 of that same vear, The

anal yos compleuud and the first boats ontered its wabers at 3u¢fdlo ol Qetober %6,
26 18P5°- Since then historians have been unanimous in stating ¢ Shat the
Erie fonal did more bto advance the western stases and influence ratvs
throughout ths netion than eny other project,
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‘Recalling the nsmc of Josso Howloy montioned a fow paragraphs boforc, it wes thisg

Malem-mz Genove morehant-—-vho ean well loy claim to the foct thet ne was tho
first person to sotually suggest the Zrie Genal be built from Albany to 3uffnlo,
In a note te the aistorion, Turner, Hawley saids '

"I first conceived the idea of the overlend route of the canal from Buffalo to
Uticn in Col, Wilhelmus Myndorse's officc at “onocca Talls in 1s08",

In his mereantile operations at Goneva that year, Hawley purchascd vheat, had
1t ground ot Myndersels mills from whonce it, was shipped $o Schonoctody. On

ong particular oceasion-—~the one reforred to——=Havlcy was in Mynderscts office
vhcn the subjeet of botter navigation came up, Hawley, stepping to .o map of the
statec, drew his finger over tho .country from Utica.to Inke Bric, and scids
"There is the head of watert, . This may bo regarded as fthe first intimotion - -
having reference to gueh work as the Tric Cenal, : : '

Governor (linton, himself, ono of the mon vho led the fight for the canclts
construction and for whom it was called "Clintonls Ditch®, gives credit-to
Hawley ~g being the one to have the first idea for this projoct, Governor

. Clinton dcseribed Hawley »s "a gentlemsn of -an ingonious and reflecting turn

of mind vho was engaged in the mercantile busincss. in Gurneva as’ carly as 18051,

1
-

A number of yoars ago thore was discovercd in -the ‘Surrogate's office at
Lockport, the will of Jossc Hawley, filed.in 1832, in whlch, amorg othdr ine
torcsting things, he bequeathed to the Woi Tork Historical Soeiety cortoin:
publighed letters of his own, written in 1807-08, advocabing the building of
a canal from Buffale to Utics along the line since occupicd.by the Eric. ’

On this point *the vill rcads: "In thesc cssays I claim to be the first pro-
Joctor of tho .overlend route of -the grand Zrie $anal. from,3uffalo to Utice
(noarly =5 it now runs), as in contradistinction to thce lrle routc, A8 pro-
poscd By 1l prior and 211 writing on the subject, And T now hercin deelara i%.
for a truth under the solemnity of this documont. of ny. Yife, that the idea :
of tapping Leke Brioc ond toking its waters scross the country to the Hohowle

at Utica, called the overland route. of the canal, uns an original doncepqion e
of my own mind, vhich occurrcd to me vhile in iconversation. with Wilholmus '

Myndersc during the eftcernoon in. his accounting room atUSeneca-Falls,'cgfLyf“
in dpril, 1805, ” o B , - :

So, it would scom that the rie Canal TAS first born in thoﬁmindlof 3
Génovane—MQCssc Howley———end it would also wppoar that:hisﬂnlaim is.#ds pood,
if not oetier, than most,- ' ST LT s T

¥

Dr, David Ennis of Iyons, New York; eminent authority en Canal History, has
promised to write an article.for.a later bulletin which will complete mage
nificently the story.ws madertook to tell by this special bulletin of the

drchaeological Society of Qentral New Yorks ' . S

4 -
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LTS OF THE SRIZ GAMAL L

By ‘Tlizabeth Brunner Stesle

One of the fow really wonderful ekpe;iencea I rbﬂenbur on ny 1nfrequent trips
elong thc,Jrlo -Canal on my-fatherts boat, thc “J“LL G SCEIZNCK, of WTION
SPQII“S,“ is a sunrlsa, rear Jordan. b N -

Every. 11ottmtn worthy of hls s.lt u&s on’ his wy each mornlng hy flve olclock,
and that meant everybody on the bont. was up. I stood at ‘the stern of the boat
beside my brother George. He held the tiller bhet moved the rudder. that
guided the boat,, and he vwas concentrating his: zazo lOO feet ahend to the bow
of the bQut es he moved the, tiller:genbly b0 nd fro to keeP tho.bow headed »l-
ways in tho middle of thu gannals: ThL cenal - stretohed strﬁlgnt east befoie us.':V_
‘Suddenly, in the Tad” distwnce ~ Gazziing likht droie at the horizon. and spread,
painting the sky with flre thnt. issued .frem the cnd of the earth. As e watched
the arc of the rising sun grew larger and larger, throwing out in all directions -
sparkling rays in half the eolors of the. specetram against an ever arow1np back-
ground of eold and blu& sky.  The earth sesmed - Just ae;ng oereated while the in-
crecsing plandor of the slowly rising sun spread farther and higher over the
sestern horizon, i colors that. rayed from the central hrilllance seened o
selntillate with the dowey froshness of the new day and in the center of the
spectacle it seemed as if God : lmgblf stoodl Its slory never legsened mtil
the st was 1u11J P, : - :
I lcarnod t“at A sunrlso over tno Gnurt strebt 111l back home in cayupa, ag 1.
had hera to‘orn geen it, is unlnsolrlno conparod to a sunrlse like thls out
of the cnd of the earth.. - : -

. - p
TTAJLlinF vlongs the 2 rie Canal becon»s monotonows as the haurs nlle up. To-

- bezin with, the -route, followed by the canal is levol, essenthllj g0y ond loid

out that my to ohvzat» the necessity of duilding 1ocks. “haen, the speed is
unifornly slow; conducive to elcepiness, FHothing happens--unless your towline cabche:
& moored row Doat along the towpath bank and sets it adrift, when some woman qh;okly
emerges from a nearby shack and heaps hpon your head an amasing string of '
invectives, You are not the guilty oné, but the one who moored. the small Doat

there, fof'a canal law was that no obstruction must be plated on the towpaih or al

-kong the bonk of *the canal to impede the - Progress: n¢"1eplt11ato*craft; e oAl -

traversed mainly tarough virgin couwmitry, dut dotted ai intervals with villages
and cities, In Port 3yron, there was, and still is, a landmark vividly in my
nind——a large wnite church with a clogk in the bolfry., Onc could-almost touch
it from the deck of the bont,- The -building still stonds,: but the canal has
dlsappohred only a 41ghwq; is on the' site, In Little, Falls are the 1np081ng
locks, hewi out of solid rocky surrolmded by plcturcsquo ‘scenery, which .
ineludss the sheor walls of rock at tie edde of the towpath at the base of
vhich we youngsters were thrilled to find ILittle Falls *dismonds", My brother
had quite 2 collection of these dlamonds, They werc of irregular shape, but

nicely cut, and full of sparkle. I think they dropped out of the rocks 3o

the ground; oomctlmoslonw could e pried out of the surrounding rock,

Locks are stone walled cnclosures »uilt .in the canal along its route wvilere the
canal has to bo carried over, or to, en elovotion. Iocks arc about 100 fect

_long, o fow foet longer than o canal boat, and less than a foot wider, Wooden

ghtos ot cach ond of the enclosurc open to ndmit and relesse boats being locked
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" through. Always, whan one gate 1s open the one at the other end
must be closed because its object is to hold back the depth of .
water above while the boat enfers the lock from the level belowe

A boat enters a lock through the opened. gatea; the clearance, by

the way, of only a: few inches each side of the bow as it enters.

the aperbure calls for:somé close concentration by the man at the
tlller, lest he bash in the bow against the formidable walls of
stone ahead. 'As the boat ‘eases into. the~loeck, the man who drives
the horses that pull the boat is not ‘idle., A heavy Line fastened

to a cleat in-the deck of the boat is thrown to him, which he .
coils around a heavy "snubbing post™ built into the stone platform
of the lock, tightening it so that the boat stops at. the proper '
distance from the outgoing gate, The boat safely in the lock, the
gates behind it are closed, paddles in the upper gates are: turned,
opening wide spaces In the gates through which floods of ‘water
enter and slowly £ill the lock and 1ift the boat te the higher
level, A1l thils time the man at the snubbing line outside .must
maneuver it, slackening and tightening alternately to hold the:
boat away from the gates as it is foreed forward by the madly
churning water finding its level in the confines of the. locks

If these snubbing lines were not used; or were broken by the
strain.placed on them the impetus of the water would send the

vessel crashing into the forward gates, breaking whichever wes

of weaker construction. It could cause the sinking of a boab
right in the.abyss 6f a loek. A4 lock must bs twice as deep as

the canal, which would make i% tweaty feet, or more, deep, Of .
course, barge canal locks must be ‘deeper, since these modern boats
are larger and loaded to more -than six feet depth, as were the old
canal boata,. E o ' ' ‘ :

The sensabtion of a firstetime«passenger on the deck of a 96-foot
long canal boat.'being locked from a low to & higher level 18 that
of belng embraced in an encrmously -deep and dark, cold, wet and
mossy walled -stone grave, opened only at the top, with thundering
waterfalls over the bow gates kept from submerging the boat by

r
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- by GES. BOBBSD :
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the trained .hands .ferrabove and:oub. df.efght -that know.-Just how
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tightly: Lo .anub snd to relax ‘the heavy rope. t0:-brevent the/chiipnas? -

iﬁg”watarﬁ?tdmgtearing;oﬁt.the iron ¢leabwfrom.the:boat, that
holds the rope. - As ‘the boat -riges .slowly out.of the depths, the
roar of the water lenbering through opened:paddles: in-theigates .-

lessens as the dlstance the water falls decreasess-.The damp chili =

gives .way to a feeling of confidence afallight and sunshine return

to viow, and the boat finally is up high in the lpck,uand;floating'

b 3

on a;leﬁel'witﬁﬁthé,ﬁpger*qﬁ;étgﬁ{offﬁénﬁlp,fﬂhﬁ?W&tar-hasxoéaSed Wit e
‘that” is fietded-ndy #B the opening.oftbhe { ' v :

its commotior and.all:t .5, 1
gates, ahead! to allow ‘the Beat to
be it noted,’ tdat ten minltes beford?§éparad
foot wall of 'witer now swings open In Ie¥el waters v .

s [ ! . " P N L T ,‘:I" T - Lﬂ' - R R N
The man who invented canal locks deserves great ccedit, ‘A "dnyw.
dock" operates. on the same prinmciple,.the boat being floated into -

‘2 lock-like -ericlosure, gates ¢losed and the watéer drained dub,. -

leaving the .boat supporfed on hea vy elevated beams, Workmen - ex~ .. ..

perienced in boat building are at hand, ready to go to probing .

for leaks or flaws in the bottom.or sides of ths hull, I romember..
that there was a dry-dock in Port Byron--the 0.Bw Tanner -Dry Dock;- PR
they also made boat bridges, racks for holding the drinking water .. -

baprrels, deck boxes (ice boxes), and other boat accessariess. . . -

While,lddksgﬁréﬁk the,monbtbﬁyfoffﬁﬂhél brafel, Ehe# aréxﬁbt?WBIQﬂﬂfgﬁ
comed by the operators of boats; locks add to ths hazards and they " . -

i

interfore with speed and make extra work, . The strotch of canal

between one lock and the next is called a canal lévele They ave
sometimes short and sometimes gulte long, There 1s one. stretch of

canal that iy brother called "the forby mile level," I think it

was between Syracuse dnd Utlca, . .And at Lockporb,. toward Buffalo,:
there wore six or seven locks, one right on the heels. of the next.

I do not know whether to write in the present or the .past tense,
because I do not know what conditions prevail at the present times
I speak of the ond of the nineteenth century.

The Erle Canal was sbandoned in 1916, and the Barge Ganal begen
operations. Some of the waterways were discontinued, bubt many
were nots Those having thelr channcl through rivers and lakes,
also some strotches of the Brie Canal, widened and deeponed, are
8till in use. '

The principal feature of canal travel that created monotony was
its very slow movemont. A boat loaded with a cargo of aboub 190
tons--considored a full load--moved at the rate of about two miles
an hour, and was a steady and tedious p ull for a team of two or
three patient, and faithful horses or mules. About three feet of
a loaded c¢onal boat's hull remained above waber. A loaded boat
was easler to stoer than was a light boat, A "1ight" boat (no
cargo" fleated nine foet above the water's surface, and was easily
caught in a wind, and sometimes blown close to tho banks and dame
aged in scraping the sides or the bottom on Jagged stones, Here,
too, the expcriecnce and foresight of the pilot saved many a repair
bill. A light boat moved at the ratc of about four miles an hour,
which was really a good jogg to be kept up throughout the day for
the driver, not to mention Klondyke and Bessie, our good horaes,

g{iﬁi"ébcﬁ_é(& 68 {BB Wayemthe gates, . .imi..
Ford’géparatéd the’ boat: from a ten=
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They deserve much credit in our business, Ky brother took groat
intsrest In the welfare of Klondyke and Bessie, grooming thom
carefully after a hard day's work, keeping their collars smooth
and clean vhere they pressed so hard against tonder. shoulders,
watching for and preventing "galls" wifh toughening applications
to the susceptible areas, ' iy gréatést unhappinces wag ‘that I saw
80 few horscs without these ‘badges of too great a burden, ..

tne summer night in 1895 when we were enroute from Ithaca to Utica
and wers tied up in the conal behind a theator in Weedsport, wo =
were awakened by o great commoction in the stable at the bow .of the -
boat. My father and brother arose to investigate, and found  thet
one of tho horses was suffering with colie and scemoed to bo- beside
himsolf with pair. = iy brother jumped fearlessly into tho closg '
quarters of the stable and the turmoil, and in ‘endeavoring to sot
the bridge in place so aas to remove the well horse without fur-
ther cagualty or ‘ioss of time, one of theo horscs trying to get

~out of the way of the" bridge, stepped on my brother's lecg, snap-

ping both the tibia and the Ffibula, 4 loeal doector was called
from his slumbors, who set the boncs as best he could in our cabin;
and my brother spent sevoral weeks in tho nearcst -hospital (Auburn)
to remedy-a- twisted leg that never complctely recovered, He wasg
fourteen years old at the time~e-and when I 26e an uncouth young-
ster today imitate his siight limp, I b-o-i-1l :

All in:all, a boatmari's 11fo on the Eric Camal from 1890 to 1016,
a3 wo-rexperienced 1t, was far from an ideal existence., -There wore
many hardships, and fawgcompenSations,_ : o

I know of at lcast one person who was grateful to PROGRESS when.

the Barge Canal with its machinery propelled, vessols. succeeded

the Erie Canal and its tow path, dotted with plodding, weary,

volceless, and often beaten horses and mules--ond she is . _
- ELIZARBETH . BRUNNER STERIE.

Page 130 shows a gketeh from a snapshot of ‘one’ of the largest of
the viadudts on the Erie, It was built along with many other via-
ducte in the area when the canal wag enlarged and deepened, . 4l~
though it is close tp 100 years. old, the. sionework is still level
-and true, this.desplte the faet that it ig built in-the ‘heart of
the swamp, This viaduect ie weest of Montezuma, Village where 'the -
canal crossed the Seneca River. There was a smaller viaduct east

of the village where the canal crossed Balt Creek or Crane Brook,
This viaduct was close to Route-31 and therefore familifr to many.
However, 1t was destroyed in.the building of the“Heriqu_Th:gwqy.
The plictured stonework is deep in the back swamp:and geldom vigited,
It 1s, however, a familiar sight to travelers on the Barge Canal.
Half of the viaduct wag destroyed when. the Barge Canal was diverted
to the bed of the Seneca River, - - : S
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INTERVIEW - RICHARD HOWELL
Ludlowvillo; Now York

By Mrs. Lolqnd Close

Rlchard Howell now 94 years of ch, 18 the third gcneration
of. boatman of tho Houoll family. It bogan with his grandfathor
Edward Howell, born May .21, 1789 - 1875, and hig father James. F.
Howell, 1818 - 18383. Hege bogan hig~ voyagos a fow woecks - -arter
birth from thé home whnere he now residos, which was their winter
regidence, Edward the grandfathor followed the natural watcprs .
ways vofore the old "dug. ¢anal was", Tho father Jomes ran o 250
ton boat for Barnoy Hagin ‘who lived south of thoe Lake Rédd. This
boat was .28!:long and. 16t wides™ Cargoos were tho products -of
"~ the neighboring 1ndustries - namely farm produets - grain, ‘wool,

lumner and salt.

Grain was shippad loosc. - If more than one klnd were to bo
shippod 2 partition of rough boards was put in, to separato it.
The. grain was spouteéd from store houses constructcd on-the bhor-
ders.of tho watorvayg.. ‘The tranaportatlon charge from Buffalo
to Now York was from 5¢ - 10¢ per bl,  Coal trdnsported from
Ithoea to Buffalo was §l. per ton: cﬁrrying ¢harge ond $1. per
torr cetual cost of the. product. _ ,

Passongers wcre not carried.l Tno famlly established their
r051donce on board. . Father,. mother “two brothers, a sistor and
Riehard enjoyed- their quarters wh;ch congisted of a storn eabin
whore the cooking and, dining was. dono.. In’ the ‘bow were, two | 7
cabina for. sloaping, beck of which wog the stable for two mules
or horsoa. N _ : _ : .

The erow. conglsted Of the "Captain“ two . drivers and two
steermen. The wage for all inclusive of the Captain was $250.
per me. Work started nccording. to tho weather conditions, .
usually April to Dccembor.

Towing 1ines wore pqid*for at 12 milc 1ntcrvals at which
statlons new teoms were changed for the. fatigued ones, The
rulo was to change horses. or mules evory 6 hours as the journcy
continued night and day. Usually two horses harnessod as a
toam were hitched to o 1" tow rope 160 ft, long. If an extra
heavy load was being hauled a third horse woas added and they
were hitched tandem,

- The price per horsc was $10. to $100. each. Mules used
weighed about 1000 1bs. and showed groat agllity in clamboring
back to the path. The stecd avoraged about 1200 lbs, and were
- not quite as subtle.

Mr. Howell related one story of 3 big black horses hitched
in line ot Lockport. It was noccssary to pass through the
derkness wnder the bridge. A man slumbering (from innehriation)
lay direetly in the path, The large black lead spied the object
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and shied into the waters bclow, taking ‘his followers with hinm.
Oonly one was rescued.- L , o kS

Oeoasionﬂlly teams facdd .causihg somc fivalryh': . .;_;;“}L‘

... The" journey from Ithaca“to, Buffalo was 5. days and. nignts.
‘Ithaco to Albany was the seme, Tugs were met bé a steamor and-"
ﬂ_takon on to New York. The cost for this was $5:00 to.$40.00. - '

o 'I'he alde .rhcelor towed - down Camga Icke, leaving. .‘I:thuca
early An the morhing arriving in Cayugn at night, rotwrning the
noxt oy with ompticse. Tho cdst was 1Q¢ per ton up, butb returns'
had a free tow._ Guyuga was 7 miles from the Hain, Lino C“nal.'

Hre Howell owned the "Clayton" which ho used as a tow from
.;Ithaca 'to Cayugd for about 20 yéars,  His locds consistod of’
-salt from International and cemont from Penn Dixie. “There wore

‘times -ho noeded té stay over in Cayuga a weck abt a time for
boats. '0nio - summcr ho tralled 400 boats 2 und 3 ab 2 timdo

Tho last sidﬁwheeler th owned in Ithaca thcn sold to Capta
‘Brown of Syracuse, vhlch was the “Frontenac%. IH burnod - in ‘
Cayuga Lake bctwecn Aurora and Cayuga, taking & 11v03a.

LT
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MEMORTAL OF THE ERIE CANAL
By Vornic Yates

In the summer of 18%4 ocur steam yachi, tho Vornada, was
launched ot Cayugn, ncar the site of the old brewery, now
Beacon Co. Bullt as a houscboot with stcam power, she was
our home for many summoers. Both pilot and enginecr had to
hove New York State lliconsecs, and when I was old enough I
passcd both exams. (Re: namc of yacht ~ combincd my name
and my mothor's, Ada. Vernada)

We roamod from Buffalo to Albany as fancy dlectoted,
whilo my father made sketches for future pzintings. oOur
longest stay was in Little Falls, where the scenery and hise-

tory werc interesting.

During 211 those years we made many friends among the
boatmen, and found them honest and helpful in any emergoney,
In the usuzl stories about the Erle Cansl, much is mentionoed
about their rough, lawlcss ways. But from oxpeorience I eon
tell of their kindness to a little girl who grew up like o
colt along the towpath, enjoying trcots handed out whilo the
boats wore locking thro!.

Many times we loft the boat unlocked while out sketching,
and wo nover hod even o pike pole or fender stolen, but might
find sweet corn, fruit or cockiss left on deck when we ro-
Turned.

One Captain wos a woman, rogular Tug Boat Annie type,
whoso hugband had lost a leg in a lock accident,

The steccl flect was the sensation of those days, ond if
it passcd in the night I felt chonted., As it made botter
time than the horse or mule bonts, peoplec would bet on its
time of arrival,

‘Lock ftenders wero Civil. War Voterans, -ofton’ lamo or with
one arm or ons coye. Two men worked togothor to open apd shut
the hoavy gates, usunlly by pushing them with their backs
while bracing their feot on a slatted board. If not treated
properly the lock tondors could make locking thro! a rough
experionce by letting the wateor in or oub teo fast. The most
cxeiting timos wore at Lockport, aos to which doublc header
would havo the right of way., Sometimes o real Donny brook
took plaee thero,

: Tho lock grocerics were well stockod with food and items
nceded by boatmen, and bost of all, nows of intorcat about
Canal affairs. BSometimes a cow was kept in tho back room, so
fresh milk was produced while you wailt, ' '

It is o ploasure to rcecll thoso days and those kind
people ~ truly "Their bark was worse than thoir bitc.!
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YREMEMBERING THE ERIE CANAL DAYS®
By Rev. R. C. Hebblethwaito

The Erie Caonal, inspired- by the use of canals in tho old
world and now continucd by tho.Boarge Cannl, finally led in.. . -~
malting the wholeo Finger Lakes foumniry contributory to :transpor-
tation between Buffalo 4nd New-York by substituting water . - -
travel for mud roads. Points of contact made. the foundantions .
for future villages and eities, many of them ealled “perts" by -

early canalers., Hore tharn- afsiy .othor projcet, tho "0ld Erigh &

. made our section of thd*Sthte:whax:it‘has;bopppq,hgpe of the

garden spots of the worlad. R N A AT T IO

Bottor modes of noéessary}prdﬁéﬁértﬁfibﬁﬁfiﬁdliy;ééﬁpéiléd;_
aetion, and "(Canal Doys® bECnmq3grfdt:fbr:thgih;tgﬁogasﬁgrp;J--

suto and truclk days?fdrfoﬁr:timgg%pff:“ L
Stories are bﬁdughfitofﬁéﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ:painfqufqﬁghfﬁmdwrbﬂay‘: _
elass of peoplo on the carly canal; ‘but we -have nd ground; to’

place 2ll in this class nor to look with shamo” on-the; poople
- who were canalers... Conaling was as honoraoble in its days ns

trucking 1s today. Theo people.who ongaged:in it as o busincss
or an occupatlon wera. the Average type on .whidh: dur country

was founded. The.descendants.of, "0ld-Canalers® still .resount
with pride family adveniturcs. alohg ond- in MTho gld Canal',” It
was against the law, they-say, tg¢ drive -on the Ftowpath, ond
later to ride a bieyele' on'agoount of frightening the mules ang :
horses. T L N Pt RS L T S B

R R

It was onc of the tricks of thHo drivers, to motion on-soming
riders to keep inglde the towline .56 s not tq¢" scare the nnimals
into the canal, = Whon' the’ridep. dttoniptéd:to. pass ‘dver the Tope,
to jerk it suddenly’ off” thovground and hurl the rider:ond his
"pike®" into the connl. One such’ ineiGent,: well kiown:by. tho'
relater, occurred on the Jorden Lovol just cdst of the Bellw

- Isle crossing. -The rider, a.fine young man, from Goddes fro-

quently come to the BelleIsle- church on Sunday cvening with
his lady friend .ond rodo hig: bicyeld, homo by- the towpath. One
night 2 crafty driver moticned him to Koep inside ‘tho towlinc,
As a gontlemar, ‘ho-complied, ‘but. as ‘he wds. whealin'g over .tho .
rope the driver. gaye it a-jork .and threy him.and his "bike! in-

“to the cnﬁalﬂ'TIt.w&s'nighttand;withfnoﬂgrapplingfﬁgcls;hsffig-_

ished his journey, home on foot iand, come -back the next. morning
to grapple. 'The "bike" wai-ensily rocovored, but’ ‘Guring the - .
nlght 2 heavily ladeén boat-had pagscd over it . ond so-gaught |
the handle bars as to twistithe framo ond make oxtonsive ro-
pairs nceessarya fSuch;aqcidqnts“déﬁiﬁwnot happon today, .f0r the
cannl with'thejthpathLisJPQSEfhiatpryjand_won‘tgibng:be}qvbn,a
MemMory-» ST ey " S U Drt,o -
Hor'so 4and, buggy -deys had as.oxeiting experiondss ds have
automoblle days. -About onc hundred yoars age o formed. éanalor
on the Jordan drove his b@;gowdnd;bnggy]ﬁldngithqftowpthPOnQ

.
ol
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night. The horse suddenly took fright and laonded in the cpnal
with driver ond rig. Canalers wiore usually good swimmors,
This men wos - -able o escape from his rig.ond manage -to sceure
2 hold on thé bridlc cnd lecd thc horse up the ineline %o the
towpath and made his wey home. He never tiroed. telling how ho -
got so wet, o : o : L

Thore are old buildings along the canal that bear the
marks of contury and ore still doing busincss, The boatmen
had their fovorites as pcople have their storcs today. Good
water cccossiblo to the boats wos an attraction, . On¢ such
store still exists on the Jordsn lovel and from the. samc
shelvos-sells, goods- over tho sdmo. céunbors to cusbtomors who
come to the storc in autos. instend of ernol bootsy Instead of
by the hand pump of old dnys, the soame well furnishes water by
clectric systom, -but tho systom doos not change tho quality of
the water, - L S . - .

"The Kate" was o steomer that plicd daily for yoars boe .. -
twoon Wecdsport and Syracuse, Thérc. arc a.few old poople who
yet recount the'trips fhoy usod bo bake .on."The Katc® for both
business and pléagurc rides. ' To hoenr thoir storics one would
judge that’this tkip was a plsasure never. to be forgotton, Tho
writer coan rémonBér steihg passongors riding in.the sun or in
the' shade enjoying leisuve ‘fellowship, somothing not possible
in the modern modecs of travel with btholr confusion and noiso.
The groat moment of the trip was passing through -the lock at
Goddds,s -To somd it wag o therill, o .others .an expoerionce akin
to -fear, but to all an ingidont that "is no longer available.
There arcmany who still long for trips on such boats as "The
Kete" ‘and tondom tosm pulled packet boats? But they are gone
forcver, - T e LT : ST

e

To be a "Crnalor® was to boar the mark of an insignificant
character without: a higher aim thon ‘just "To make a Iiving!..
.This may. have beon true, -as it is today,: of types of peopla,.

) _ é'ﬁﬁﬁifioﬁ;of*bﬁﬁﬁ%tﬁnity‘ﬁéf@?”of are,
withput what is: tormed "drive"™.  But "canaling® was an honorable
oceupation and its success demanded chorachber and brains. The
people who. followad-it as d livelihood ‘Would avorage with any oc-
cupational group, - The.following story can be vouched for, and
has been used in.publié addresses and sermons o ocnforce argu-
ments agninst tho ‘nocessity of much Sunday work. .

The nome -of 'tho person end his relation-.to the Efie Canal is
given by the cut of "his boat, the first Packet Boat uscd on tho
Erie Canal, To travel by packet around 1830 was considered
"lightning oxpross”. A high type. couplo at Sencea Falls Woro
marricd and took thelr wedding trip. via packdty as wondorful in
that day-as "by air. today, The cepbain on the first packet vas
a devout ‘and conscidntious Christian, and did not drive his
horses on Sundey, foeling that thoy needed rest. Tho truth cme
phasized was that his horscs made more miles in six days thon

o
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;,others made  in soven.

A momonto of his boating s still a fanlly Biblc usod by him
whilc condueting church scrviecs on his boat, It is still in
descondantg? home somevhere In tho State of chhiﬂﬂn¢‘ :

oW M 4r Gb 4k % 2 A S gp g % SRR R IR TR P U3 4F 36 4 3% 4F e

. .Bditorial Notor We think thls is an oxcollont idea, and xlsh wo
=;could do somcthinn like it- somewhere in-this roglon. o

STATE WILL PRESERVE .
STRIP OF QLD CANAL

(Spoeial to - The Now York Times)

BINGHAMTON, N. Y., Doc. 17 = Part of the old Chonw-. .
angoe Canal thnt linkcd the Southern Tier counties and -
the Mchawk Volley 116 years ago until it sucecumbed to

railrocd compotition in 1872, will bo restored at the
'Ghenungo Valley State Park near this city. _

Williemi H, Hill of thc Control Now York State Porks .
Cormiission; and a momber of the State -G, 0., P. Conmiit- -
tee, hos: proposod thot 2 roplica packet boat, drawn by
o malo form, be floatod in the roestored sOctlon of the -

canol to d0pict travcl 1n thc Oﬂrly ond nld-ninotconth
contury.

Mr, Hill said that Jmmcs F, Evans, director of otﬂte
Porks, had approved. rostor&t¢on of tho ecnal scetion
-with o sot of locks,

The :streteh of conal, the outline of which is
clearly merked at the atate park, is betweoen ‘A half
mile and £ mile in length. In its ‘heyday tho -wihtor~

way ecarricd pﬂssongcrs ﬂnd freiuht botween this city
and Utic :

Mr,® Hill bclioves tho rostorhtion will become a
tourist ttruction, in ﬂddltion to having hlstorical
_ v“luo.??i'- _ e
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- A book you ‘ill 2ll want is the publieation by A, Glemn
Rogers "FORGOTTEN -STORTES OF THE FINGER LAKEST. I is a dow -
lightful colloction of storics of this scction, Originally
planned for radio talks and hrocost to book form, thoy oro
boantifully preschted thoughts wo would all 1ike to ponder on

about this “gurdcn spot®, our part of the world.,

Order through tho MUSEUM  Prico $2.00



